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Ophir-Spiricon Honored as
Outstanding Technology Business of the Year

April 23, 2012 — North Logan, UT – The Cache Chamber of Commerce recently honored Ophir-

Spiricon, global leader in precision laser measurement equipment and a Newport Corporation brand,

as Outstanding Technology Business of the Year. The award was presented to Gary Wagner, Presi-

dent of Ophir-Spiricon, at the Chamber’s 2012 annual

awards banquet at Utah State University.

“Ophir-Spiricon exemplifies the type of com-

pany we want to encourage to stay, grow, and, in the fu-

ture, locate in Cache Valley Utah,” said Sandra Emile,

CEO of the Cache Chamber of Commerce. “They rep-

resent clean, innovative industry; steady growth; and

above average paying jobs with excellent employee

benefits. They also believe in supporting the commu-

nity. We applaud their success in the laser technology

industry.”

Spiricon develops the technology that is behind

many of today’s laser-based innovations, from eye sur-
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gery to industrial welding to military guidance systems. Spiricon was founded in 1978 by Dr.

Carlos Roundy, a Logan native who received his BS in Physics from Utah State University. Dr.

Roundy went on to get his PhD from Stanford and work for Bell Labs. While at Bell Labs, he

invented a way to make 2D images from heat; this is now known as a pyroelectric infrared cam-

era.

“Back then, lasers were finding their way into industrial applications like cutting and

welding,” said Gary Wagner, President of Ophir-Spiricon. “However, results from lasers were in-

consistent because lasers are like light bulbs – their output changes over time. Measuring and

controlling laser output is vital for consistent results. It turns out that if you shine the laser beam

into the pyroelectric infrared camera and analyze the resulting image with software and a PC you

can very accurately measure what the laser beam is currently doing.”

Bell Labs did not want to commercialize this technology. So Dr. Roundy brought this py-

roelectric infrared camera concept back to Cache Valley, Utah and founded Spiricon, focusing on

the laser beam diagnostic market. Thirty years later, Spiricon is now Ophir-Spiricon; part of a

multi-national public company and is the major supplier to this market.

“Most major laser manufacturers rely on Spiricon’s fundamental technology to assist

them in developing today’s innovations in lasers and laser-based devices,” stated Gary Wagner.

“The company’s modular, customizable solutions serve manufacturing, medical, military, and re-

search industries throughout the world. In the last five years we have more than doubled our size

to 58 employees, quadrupled our revenue to $21 million, and in 2011 moved into a new 18,000

sq ft facility in North Logan.”

VIDEO: Ophir-Spiricon founder Dr. Carlos Roundy talks about laser beam profiling -

http://youtu.be/dxIkj9W2k_M

About Ophir Photonics

With over 30 years of experience, Ophir Photonics, a Newport Corporation brand, provides a

complete line of instrumentation including power and energy meters, beam profilers, spectrum

analyzers, and goniometric radiometers. Dedicated to continuous innovation in laser measure-

ment, the company holds a number of patents, including Ophir-Spiricon’s Ultracal™, the base-

line correction algorithm that helped establish the ISO 11146-3 standard for beam measurement

accuracy. The Photon family of products includes NanoScan scanning-slit technology, which is
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capable of measuring beam size and position to sub-micron resolution. The company’s modular,

customizable solutions serve manufacturing, medical, military, and research industries through-

out the world. For more information, visit http://www.ophiropt.com/photonics
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